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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [4.41 pm]:  Before I move the adjournment 
motion, I have two short announcements to make.  First, I will discuss this matter with honourable members, but 
it is likely that at the appropriate time next week I will welcome members� advice on whether the bill that I have 
just second read should be referred to the Standing Committee on Legislation.  Eighty-three bills will be repealed 
by that legislation and the government would certainly support that view if honourable members wish.  

Hon Peter Foss:  I was going to suggest that.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I thank the member.   

The other matter relates to the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Western Australia) Bill.  Members will recall 
that yesterday we deferred action on that matter, pending my advice on the precise nature of the bill and its 
relationship with the bill that was before the house in the previous Parliament.  On Tuesday next week I will 
provide a statement to that effect to clear up the matter so that we can deal with the bill.  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 

Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Western Australia) Bill 2005 - Adjournment Debate 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.42 pm]:  The Leader of the 
House may not be aware that the house was given an assurance this afternoon by the Minister for Education and 
Training that the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Western Australia) Bill 2005 was in fact identical to the 
other trans-Tasman mutual recognition bill.  If the Leader of the House�s statement on Tuesday is contrary to 
that, I draw his attention to that matter and suggest that he take the necessary action to sort out the problem.   

Hon Kim Chance:  No, it is not contrary.   

Kununurra Cane Toad Forum - Adjournment Debate 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [4.43 pm]:  I had the privilege on 19 and 20 March 2005 of 
attending a cane toad forum in Kununurra.   

Hon Ken Travers interjected.   

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  It was a privilege!  I can report to this chamber that the two days of conference were 
attended by a number of members of the scientific community and the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation and by others from all around Australia.  It was quite horrendous to listen to some of the 
latest information that was forthcoming on the impact of cane toads on a number of species throughout the 
Northern Territory and Queensland.  On the Sunday of the conference, which was predominantly for the 
scientific community, a series of recommendations were made, and I will identify some of them.  I can table the 
recommendations.  They state -  

1. The Kununurra Cane Toad Forum has shown that invasion by cane toads into Western 
Australia via the Kimberley Region will lead to irreversible loss or damage to ecological, 
economic, social and cultural values, and every effort must be made to prevent the advance of 
cane toads into Western Australia.   

2. Given the commitment and desire of the Kimberley community to prevent cane toads reaching 
Western Australia, the State and Federal Governments must assist and work with the broad 
community in achieving their goal.  This can only be achieved by halting the advance of cane 
toads before they reach the Western Australian border, and must be done in partnership with 
all levels of government and community in the Northern Territory, Queensland and Federally.   

3. State agencies must engage the Kimberley and the broader Western Australian community in 
the control of cane toads, specifically; the Kimberley community and the Kimberley Cane 
Toad Working Group must be represented on the State Cane Toad Advisory Group.   

4. Current funding fails to recognise the imminent threat to Western Australia�s cane toad-free 
status.  Substantial additional and ongoing funding immediately be made available from State 
and Federal resources to facilitate intensive baseline monitoring of ecological values in the 
East Kimberley AND research, development and application of all available control measures 
to prevent the invasion of cane toads into Western Australia.   

Furthermore, encouragement should be offered to indigenous communities and the corporate 
sector to support and apply their knowledge to stopping the cane toad invasion.   
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5. The Western Australian Government support the submission to have the cane toad listed as a 
Key Threatening Process under the Commonwealth EPBC Act, and encourage the Federal 
Government to expedite this listing.   

6. Recognise all International (World Heritage Convention, CITES convention, Convention on 
Biological Diversity, RAMSAR, CAMBA, JAMBA), National (National Estate, COAG; 
ANZECC Principles, Threatened Species and Threatened Ecological Communities legislation, 
Commonwealth EPBC Act) and State (National Parks and Nature Reserve policies, Wetlands 
Conservation Policy, State Sustainability Strategy) obligations for sustainable management of 
the Kimberley Region with respect to imminent impacts from cane toads.  Furthermore it was 
recognised that strategic planning is required to consider a range of invasion scenarios.   

7. A biodiversity study of the Kimberley region should be funded in the medium term, but this 
must not detract from funding for the control of cane toads entering Western Australia.   

With that in mind, I asked a question earlier to which the minister gave me quite a detailed and succinct answer.  
I will now turn to the answer to that question and raise a couple of points for the edification of the minister and 
the house.  In part (2) of the answer, the minister stated -  

I am aware that different rates of spread were presented at the forum however the member would be 
aware the exact rate of spread of cane toads will depend on whether humans assist their spread, and the 
magnitude of wet season rains.  Colonisation of cane toads within catchments is far greater than 
between catchments.  For example, in the Northern Territory intra-catchment invasion rates were over 
100 km per year, compared with 27 km per year for the across country invasion.   

I identify for the minister that the rate of intra-catchment invasion was in fact approximately 200 kilometres a 
year in Queensland.  As of today, a tagged cane toad that had a tracking device was found to have moved 21 
kilometres in 32 days.  That cane toad ended up in the outskirts of Darwin.  Across country, it travelled almost 
two-thirds of a kilometre a day.  Evidence was also provided at the conference to show that studies are being 
done at the University of Queensland by two eminent professors, and that one of them has been tracking the 
movement of a cane toad or a group of cane toads.  Cane toads do not necessarily stay in one area but move 
around a bit.  Suddenly they break out.  It was discovered that when they break out, their rate of movement is up 
to 1.3 kilometres a day, which is really frightening.  
One of the points I raised in my question was the amount of money that is being expended by the state 
government in an attempt to stop the advent of cane toads into Western Australia.  I am aware that the 
government has committed $600 000 and that that $600 000 is being matched by the federal government.   

Hon Kim Chance:  We have sought that matching.   

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  Yes.  The federal and Queensland governments have contributed $200 million for the 
eradication of the imported red fire ant in Queensland to stop its spread across the country.  Today, Queensland 
also initiated a $1 million program to eradicate cane toads in that state.  It is interesting to compare the 
$200 million that is being contributed to the eradication of the imported red fire ant with the money being spent 
on the eradication of the cane toad.  The data that I have at hand indicates that between 1985 and August 2004, 
the federal government expended a mere $6.3 million on researching the potential eradication of the cane toad.  
When we consider the impact of the cane toad on Queensland, the Northern Territory and potentially Western 
Australia, it is rather remarkable that the federal government has committed only $6.3 million since 1985, when 
it became apparent that cane toads were a problem.  I am aware that the Kimberley community is appalled at the 
threat of cane toads entering Western Australia, which would be a significant problem.  At the meeting held in 
Kununurra it was determined by experts of all ilk that probably the best defence line is the Victoria River in the 
Northern Territory, and that all efforts should be focused on the Victoria River as a beachhead to stop the 
advance of cane toads into Western Australia.  I hope the government will take on board a lot of what was said at 
that forum.   

Grain Pool Marketing System - Adjournment Debate 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [4.54 pm]:  I was going to speak about this issue last night, but the 
Minister for Agriculture and Forestry was not in the chamber.  The time for submissions relating to the Grain 
Licensing Authority has almost expired.  I want to bring to the minister�s attention the fact that the current 
legislation is most unfair on the Grain Pool marketing system.  There is now a much larger degree of uncertainty 
than existed previously.  Now it is not just a question of whether it was a good or a bad growing season, or 
whether it was good or bad weather at harvest time.  The ability of the Grain Pool to forward sell has been much 
reduced because Grain Licensing Authority permits are granted to the private buying system.  That has obviously 
reduced the ability of the Grain Pool to have quality control and to handle the markets.  Whereas previously it 
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had to guess yields, depending on the season, it now must also try to guess what percentage of the crop will 
come to the Grain Pool.  As I understand it, under the legislation the Grain Pool is obliged to take grain that the 
private exporters do not wish to take.  In other words, it has a legal obligation to accept the grain.  That reduces 
the Grain Pool�s ability to foster a market and to have permanent control of marketing.  A much fairer system 
would be one similar to the five-year income tax averaging that the federal government has for farmers.  That tax 
advantage for farmers was introduced for good reason.  Because of tremendous climatic variations and the like, 
they have the option of averaging their income over five years, or they can elect to be taxed on each specific 
year.  We could have a similar system that allowed people to choose who markets their grain.  At the moment, 
the Grain Pool must meet the statutory cost and the cost of running the pool, but it does not know how large the 
pool will be etc.  The system enables growers to pick and choose particular markets.  As I say, the Grain Pool 
has the huge ongoing cost of not knowing what the growers want.  If a grower had to elect under which system 
he would sell his grain, he would not be able to duck, dodge and weave.  That would provide a more level 
playing field.  I do not disagree entirely with growers having a choice - I make that quite clear - but they should 
have to deal with the consequences of making that choice.  The Grain Pool could be left with the difficult 
problems without having the same opportunity to have the cream.  If the Grain Pool had the choice of taking 
grain from growers who elected to sell privately, that would be to everyone�s advantage.  However, it should not 
be the right of a grower to opt out one year and to opt in the next year, or even during the season.  A grower 
could be led up the garden path by a private buyer who said, �We think we�ve got this market.  It will take a little 
while to confirm but we think we�ve got this wonderful market.�  However, if the private buyer could get back to 
the grower and say that it had all fallen flat, then the Grain Pool would have to accept that grain, even though it 
had not had the advantage of forward selling.  The dice are heavily loaded against the Grain Pool and organised 
marketing.  I hope the minister will have time to look into that proposal.   

Town Beach, Geraldton - Adjournment Debate 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [4.57 pm]:  I will talk about the ongoing issue that I raised by way of a 
question today to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  It relates 
to the costs of and responsibility for the replenishment of the beaches at Geraldton, most notably Town Beach.  
The people who regularly visit the mid west, as I do, looked on with horror when they saw a one-off, pre-
emptive and dirty sand contribution from the southern transport corridor.  Erosion at Town Beach is now 
expected.  Of course, that has happened.  People in Geraldton regularly talk about what is happening to the 
coastline and the beaches as a result of the Geraldton port expansion.  Before the Geraldton port expansion 
received its environmental approvals, consultations were conducted by the Environmental Protection Authority 
and discussions were held within the town.  I attended at least one of them, and I made an effort to talk to as 
many people as I could within the City of Geraldton to make sure that they would not be silly enough to sign an 
agreement that did not clearly put onto the Geraldton Port Authority the responsibility to deal with erosion 
damage as a result of the port expansion, because that is a cost.  If the Geraldton Port Authority or any port 
authority expands infrastructure for its business, and the physical nature of that expansion causes damage to a 
city�s or a town�s infrastructure, then that responsibility should lie with the business.  The Geraldton Port 
Authority is a business; it is attached to the state but it is a business.  If its business damages the infrastructure of 
a town or city, then it should be held responsible for the cost of sand replenishment not for just one year, a series 
of events or, presumably, from the answer to this question and according to the Geraldton Port Authority, out of 
the goodness of its heart, but on an ongoing basis.  The discussion about the proposal for Oakajee, which 
fortunately has not gone ahead, recognised that there would be major sand shifts on an ongoing basis, and part of 
that discussion was about how much it would cost to regularly pump or replenish sand from one side of the 
development to the other.  This was always going to be the case - as it was in Esperance - if the Geraldton port 
infrastructure expansion went ahead.  However, in the case of Esperance, the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure said it was handing over the responsibility for costs and that it was up to the Shire of Esperance to 
look after that.  Of course, if anyone looks at what was one of Esperance�s prime assets, they can see what a 
horror story that has become for the area.  It now has to deal with the damage that has been done to the beaches 
by the port infrastructure.   
In Geraldton, the Department for Planning and Infrastructure has already issued deadlines, and it has offered 
$100 000 to put towards a coastal structure.  Sadly, this reminds me of the ongoing process just a few years ago 
in which the Department for Planning and Infrastructure said to many coastal communities that it wanted to get 
rid of their wooden jetties, and that it would make a contribution towards building a concrete monstrosity in their 
place.  The department told those shires and locations that they would have a maintenance-free asset from then 
on in, which was never the truth -  
Hon Paddy Embry:  Do you think they are a monstrosity just because they are made of concrete?   
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Hon DEE MARGETTS:  No, I think there is a historical and aesthetic value to many of the wooden structures 
that exist along coastal Western Australia, and they are easier and cheaper to maintain than concrete structures.  
A number of concrete jetties are concrete monstrosities; however, they do not come with a maintenance-free 
history.  In fact, when they go wrong, they go very wrong, and the maintenance cost is enormous.   
I see parallels to that situation in that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, if the report is correct, has 
said that it will offer the shires and towns money towards a coastal structure.  Coastal structures are not a 
solution; they inevitably deal with one aspect of a problem and usually create a problem elsewhere.  Sand can 
build up on one side of a groyne, for example, and be depleted on the other side.  Eventually, if we rely on the 
engineering option, we will end up with a scalloped coast down the coastline of Western Australia.  As soon as 
another groyne is built, the people further along the coast will want yet another one built, which is not the 
answer.  If state governments are in love with accrual accounting - I myself am not - then part of the cost of 
operating a port and putting in place new and bigger infrastructure should include the cost of the damage that 
that infrastructure causes.  The ratepayers of Geraldton and the mid west should not have to pay for the cost of 
running the business of the Geraldton port, because they do not necessarily get all that money back in their 
pockets.  Where those profits go is actually ring-fenced to some extent.  It is unsatisfactory that so close to the 
expansion of the Geraldton port we already have clearly-noted problems and signs that the Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure and the Geraldton Port Authority are failing to take full responsibility for the 
problems associated with the expansion.  It would appear - I hope I am wrong - that the Department for Planning 
and Infrastructure is trying to make some sort of one-off gesture that would presumably exonerate it from further 
expenditure.  That is not good enough, and I intend to pursue this further in the remaining time I have in this 
chamber.   

Rotary WA Cord Blood Bank - Adjournment Debate 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [5.06 pm]:  I want to spend a few minutes placing on the 
parliamentary record recognition for a very significant project that is to be launched at Government House 
tomorrow night: the Rotary WA Cord Blood Bank.  This year Western Australian Rotary clubs are celebrating 
the centenary of Rotary International, and a number of projects have been put up for their support.  I want to 
congratulate all those people who have been involved in developing the cord blood bank project for Western 
Australia.  I want to give particular recognition to those members of Inner Wheel - the wives of Rotarians - and 
the scientists who have put this proposal to Rotary WA for its consideration.  Rhonda Johns, one of my 
constituents, has been the national secretary for Inner Wheel and the state president.  I know that she and a hard-
working committee put a lot of work into developing a proposal to put before Rotary.  It is interesting to note 
from the publication put out by Rotary that in 1955, when Rotary was celebrating its fiftieth anniversary, the 
project it decided to support was the establishment of a medical school in Western Australia.  At that stage there 
was no medical school in Western Australia and students had to go east to be trained. 
With the celebration of the centenary of Rotary International in 2005, Rotary WA has been inspired to give 
something very special to Western Australians to commemorate the special occasion; that is, a cord blood bank.  
The provision for the establishment of the Rotary cord blood bank is a dream that has been realised by a number 
of people.  At the moment, anybody in Western Australia who wants to access cord blood for genetic or other 
diseases must call on banks in the eastern states.  There is no public cord blood bank in Western Australia.  
Rotary wants to raise $5 million.  As a Rotarian - I am a member of the Fremantle Rotary Club - I am very proud 
to stand in Parliament today and recognise those people who put forward this proposal, and Rotary for 
supporting and backing it.  The amount of $5 million is a lot of money to be raised, but I am pleased to inform 
the Parliament that tomorrow evening Lotterywest will be giving $1 million to kick off this fund, and our friend 
Haruhisa Handa, who is a Japanese entrepreneur and who has been very kind to projects in Western Australia, 
will hand over $500 000.  This is, therefore, a significant start to the plan of Rotary WA to establish a cord blood 
bank in Western Australia.  The patron will be Mrs Lorraine Sanderson, the wife of the Western Australian 
Governor and, as I said, it will be launched tomorrow night.  The Rotary WA Cord Blood Bank is intended to be 
run by the Red Cross blood service in accordance with the most stringent standards and regulatory controls, as it 
runs the blood bank.  Members may ask who will benefit from this cord blood bank.  Everybody in Western 
Australia will benefit because the service will be available free of charge to patients requiring cord blood 
transplants.  These patients may be suffering from diseases such as leukaemia and other malignant and genetic 
diseases.  The Rotary WA Cord Blood Bank will also be part of AusCord, the national cord blood bank registry.  
This means that the Western Australian cord blood bank will be able to provide a potential match for people in 
other states.  The cord blood will be collected from the umbilical cord soon after the birth of babies at the request 
and agreements of mothers.  This process will not interfere with births, and the cord blood will be screened and 
stored.  This will provide an opportunity for people to access cord blood, which is rich in stem cells.  Just a small 
amount of cord blood will contain sufficient stem cells to replenish a patient�s bone marrow with all the cells of 
the entire blood and immune systems.  A cord blood transplant can mean the difference between life and death 
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for someone who does not have a suitable bone marrow donor.  Many members of this chamber will have had 
the experience of relatives or friends who have required a bone marrow transplant and will know the terrible pain 
and anguish that families have suffered searching not only Australia but also the world for a matching bone 
marrow.  

Hon Paddy Embry:  At huge expense. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Yes, at huge expense.  Thanks to Rotary�s initiative, to its nominating this as its 
centenary project and, hopefully, to the generosity of many Western Australians supported by Lotterywest, and 
to Mr Handa in the first place, this service will become freely available and stem cells will be available to re-
create the stem cells damaged by degenerative diseases from which many people suffer.   

I guess the point needs to be made tonight that cord blood stem cells should not be confused with embryonic 
stem cells.  There is no ethical controversy about cord blood transplants.  Many church leaders in this state have 
commended the work being carried out with cord blood because it does not raise moral or ethical issues, and is 
obtained without harming the baby and at the mother�s request.  This is a unique opportunity and will give 
patients a greater chance of success in receiving blood from a close tissue match type.  It is also important to put 
on record that Australia�s indigenous population has unique tissue types that are distinct in different areas of 
Australia.  Therefore, the Aboriginal population will be a great beneficiary of this cord blood bank.  The cord 
blood bank to be established in Western Australia will open up a new world of hope and promise for seriously ill 
people, without having to move into the ethical and moral area of the use of embryonic stem cells.  This is, 
therefore, an exciting new initiative for Western Australia at Rotary�s behest, and I congratulate all those 
involved in this initiative.   

This most recent biotechnology will alleviate human suffering even further.  It will also alleviate the pain and 
anguish of families that have had to search for blood and tissue matches.  I thank Lorraine Sanderson, the wife of 
the Governor of Western Australia, for showing leadership and being willing to be the patron of this initiative, as 
she is of many other worthwhile projects in this state.  I also thank those Rotarians who have pushed this 
initiative to the top of the agenda as their centenary project.  I wish Rotary well and congratulate it.  This is the 
start of an exciting new era for Western Australian medicine and for Western Australians.   

Question to the Leader of the House - Adjournment Debate 

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [5.15 pm]:  Today the Leader of the House asked me to put a 
question on notice.  I will in fact be asking the question again next week in two parts, the first comprising the 
first four questions, and the second comprising the last five questions, because it is important that the question be 
answered immediately.   

Wood Jetties - Adjournment Debate 

HON PETER FOSS:  I want to take up a point that was raised by Hon Dee Margetts in her speech when she 
referred to the use of wood rather than concrete for jetties on aesthetic grounds.  I also like wooden jetties.   
However, I was rather surprised that this matter would be raised by a Greens member, because although 
historically wooden jetties have been very important to Western Australia, the principal timbers that have been 
used have been wandoo and tuart.  As the Minister for Agriculture and Forestry would be well aware, these two 
timbers are in serious short supply, unlike karri, which is as common as wheat, and jarrah, which is certainly 
widespread but perhaps in need of conservation with regard to its period of use.  The supply of wandoo is very 
limited, as is the supply of tuart.  When I was Minister for the Environment, I tried to buy up private tuart forests 
in order to bring them into the forests area of the Department of Conservation and Land Management, because 
the forests department and its successor, the Department of Conservation and Land Management, had a long 
history of conserving timbers.  Tuart and wandoo are not threatened because of any activity by CALM.  The 
situation is quite the contrary.  They are threatened by agriculture, because they are both indicators of excellent 
agricultural land, so those two types of timber have been cleared on a wholesale basis for agricultural purposes 
and replaced with a totally different ecosystem -  

Hon Kim Chance:  The Spearwood sands. 

Hon PETER FOSS:  That is exactly right.  Unfortunately, this has had a deleterious effect on the supply of 
these two timbers.  Therefore, although I agree with Hon Dee Margetts that there is a charming aesthetic about 
using wood for jetties, I would like to know what type of timber she is thinking of.  I understand that in some 
places teak has been used.  Of course we could import teak, because teak has a degree of resistance to marine 
growth.  Both wandoo and tuart are renowned for their hardness and density, which makes them very suitable for 
jetties.   

Hon Kim Chance:  There are also some very good Malaysian rainforest hardwoods.   
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Hon PETER FOSS:  Yes, there are some very good Malaysian rainforest hardwoods, but I have always been a 
bit hesitant about using those types of wood.  One of the things that has always concerned me is that Bunnings 
and places like that have an awful lot of South East Asian hardwoods.  I have visited South East Asia.  East 
Kalimantan in Borneo has enormous subsurface coal deposits that caught fire about 20 years ago and have 
continued to burn ever since.  What I found even more noticeable in East Kalimantan was the amount of timber 
gathering that was taking place.  That timber gathering was supposedly being watched over carefully by the 
environmental department of the Republic of Indonesia.  However, because of various arrangements that had 
been made by wealthy Indonesian citizens, as I understand it generally of Chinese extraction, vast quantities of 
timber were being removed without any regard for environmental considerations, while at the same time it was 
claimed that those timber reserves were being properly maintained. 

I am a great supporter of used timber.  Hon Chrissy Sharp has said that timber is one of the most 
environmentally sensible products that can be used.  It is much more sensible to grow a tree and use it rather than 
use concrete, steel or any of the other substitutes.  It is the most sensible product to use for the environment.  I 
have to ask Hon Dee Margetts - before she comes up with her wonderful aesthetic - whether she could be more 
specific about which timber she thinks can be used for the construction of these jetties.  Unless she can point to a 
sensible, environmentally sustainable timber substitute that can be hammered into the seabed and can resist the 
degradations of marine life, I do not think it is a very practical alternative.  I was disappointed that she was not 
able to deal with the environmental aspects as well as the aesthetic aspects when she recommended the building 
of wooden jetties.  I thoroughly endorse the concept.  I agree that timber should be used wherever possible.  
However, it must be the right timber and it must be capable of being harvested in an environmentally friendly 
way.  If Hon Dee Margetts was suggesting offering a financial incentive, I would like to hear from her what 
timber should be grown and what will be used to put the jetties in place. 

Grains Pool Marketing System - Adjournment Debate 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.21 pm]:  I note the amount of time I have left 
to speak.  It would probably be more appropriate for me to respond to this issue on Tuesday when I have the 
opportunity.  However, I will refer to a small part of the issue raised by Hon Paddy Embry regarding his 
reference to the public comment period of the Grains Licensing Authority review, which was performed by RSM 
Bird Cameron.  The comment period expires today. 

The raising of this matter by the member allows me the opportunity to publicly announce to the house, as it is 
currently constituted, that this afternoon the WAFarmers approached me for an extension of the review period.  I 
have indicated that I am happy to extend the public comment period for another two weeks.  I hope that that will 
allow the house to address some of the issues that the honourable member has raised.  I will not go into those 
issues now because I would prefer to comment on them more formally next Tuesday. 

House adjourned at 5.23 pm 

__________ 
 


